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AMENDMENT 

Please amend the following claims and add new claim 



100: 



24. (Amended) A composition j^nsisting ess^tially of] 
comprising : 

[sample] a micle±c acijd comprising/a target nucleic 
acid sequence, 

a first oliaonucleotidk which/hybri dizes at or near the 
3 ' end of said target nucleic acid se6uence^ 

a apnnnd oligonucleotide ^hich hybridizes at or near 
the 3' end of a nucleic acid see^i S ^-nae perfectly complementary to 
said taraf^t nucleic acid sequefi c eV wherein one 0/^id fjrpt and 
second oligonucleotides c o mj^i ses ^ first g-fomoter-primey QX ^ 
primer, and the other of s(aid fir s t\ and second oligonucleotidep 
comprises at least two /pmbers b oth^ comprising a nucleotide 
sequence in common bu/ di f fpren/ 3' ends, in that the 3' end of 
one member is modified t o rp.difce or block extension of gaid 
oligonucleotide h/ a pol ymerase while the 3' end of the Qthey 
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member is either unmodified or differemtly modified to reduce or 



block extension of said oligonucleotide by a polymerase, 

[a first and a second oligonucleotide of opposite 



sense, one of said first 



cond oligonucleotides being able to 



hybridize at or near bpe 3 ' -enk of said 
sequence and the ot-ner of said ^irst or 
being able to hybridize at or near a 3 * 



sequence complementary to said target nucleic acid sequence, 




herein one of said first or second \oli 



target nucleic acid 
second oligonucleotides 
-end of a nucleic acid 



gonucleotides comprises a 



first promoter-primer and consists essentially of a single 



nucleic acid sequence having both modiJ 



ed and unmodified 



members, wherein said modified oligonuclieotide is modified to 



reduce extension of said oligonucleotide 
to an unmodified oligonucleotide; and thfe 

second oligonucleotides comprises a prime^r or ^ seppnd promoter- 
primer, ] 

one or more DNA and/or RNA dependent 



and 



an RNA polymerase that recogni 



a polymerase compared 
other of saad first or 



vTA polymerases. 



zes a promoter within one 



or both of said first or second promoter-primers, 
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35. (Amended) A kit comprising [the following components] : 
;^ first oligonucleo'ti^e which hyi^idizes at or near the 
3' end of said target nu^4i^ acid seq u^ce, 

a second^^a3^3^nuc]\^ot whii^h hybridizes at or near 
the 3' end of a nucleic acid Wquerije^e perfect ly complementary to 
said target nucleic acid sequeVice/ whe rein one of said first and 
second oligonucleotides comprig^/s a first pro moter-primer or a 
primer, and the other of said/fj^rst and secon d ol j^dnucleotides 
comprises at least two members b^th compris inax^ nucleotide 
sequence in common but differen t \' ends, iTn that the 3' end of 
one member is modified to^ reduc e o\ blo'fek extension o£ gaid 
oligonucleotide by a polymerase whi >l\a the 3' end of the other 
member is either unmodified or differently modified to reduce or 
block extension of safid oliaofau cleotide by a polymerase, 

[a first ^nd a se!^ond oligonucleotide of opposite 
sense, one of said/ first or second oligonucleotides able to 
complex at or neaft: the 3 '-end of a target nucleic acid sequence 
and the other oy said first or second oligonucleotides able to 
complex at or /ear a 3 » -end of a nucleic acid sequence comple- 
mentary to sa/id target nucleic acid sequence, wherein one of said 
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first or second oligonucleotides^comprises a/tirst promoter- 
primer and consists essentially of a singlfe nucleic acid sequence 
having both modified an^unmodif ied meipfcers or a mixture of 
differently modified members, aVid th/ other of said first or 
second oligonucleotides comprise^ / primer or a second promoter- 
primer, wherein said modified m^<?ijDer is modifi^ to reduce 
extension of said oligonucleotide \y a po],;54nerase - compared to an 



unmodified oligonucleotide ,v 

one or more DNA /and/or 

and 



dependent DNA polymerases. 



an RNA polymerase that recognizes a promoter within one 
or both of said firs/ or second promoter-primers. 



39. (Amended) A kit for amplifying Mycobacterial nucleic 
acid, containing at least one of a fiirst and second 
oligonucleotide: said first oligonuc leotide comprising 
xGCCGTCACCCCACCAACAAGCT , and said sec&nd olig onucleotide 
comprising xGGGATAAGCCTGGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACC , wher ein x is nothing 
or is a sequence recognized by an RNA pjbly merase and each said 
oligonucleotide is about 22 to about lQ Q\bases in length [two 
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oligonucleotides each consisting essentially of a single nucleic 
acid sequence selected from \he group consisting of 
xGCCGTCACCCCACCAACAAGCT , xGGGA'tAAGCCTGGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACC , 
xCCAGGCCACTTCCGCTAACC, and xCGCGGAACAGGCTAAACCGCACGC , wherein x 
is nothing or is a sequence recognized by an enzyme] . 

40, (Amended) An oligonucleotide [consisting essentially 
of] of about 20 to about IQQ bases in Xenath comprising a 

single] nucleic acid sequence [and] selected from the group 
consisting of xGCCGTCACCCCACCAACAAGCT, \ 

xGGGATAAGCCTGGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACC , xCCAGGCCT^TTCCGCTAACC , [ and] 
xCGCGGAACAGGCTAAACCGCACGC, and their fully cdmolementary 
sequencer of the ffame length [or an oligonucleotide complementary 
to any one of said single nucleic acid sequences^, wherein x is 
nothing or is a sequence recognized by [an enzyme\ an RNA 
polymerase . \ 

41. (Amended) A Icit for ampli fying and detectincA 
Mycobactf^ri^l nuoleic acid, containing a fjx^t oligonucleotide [s] 
[consisting essentially of] of about 24 to about 100 baseSg in 
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length comprising a nucleoti de base sequence 
GTCTTGTGGTGGAAAGCGCTTTAG and at least one ad ditional 
oligonucleotide of about 23 \o about 100 bases in len gth selected 
from the group consisting of sdGCCGGTCACCCCACCAACA AGCT and 
xGGATAAGCCTQGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACcX Ft he following sequences: 
xGCCGTCACCCCACCAACAAGCT, xGGGATAfflGCCTGGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACC, and 
GTCTTGTGGTGGAAAGCGCTTTAG] , whereinXx is nothing or is a sequence 
recognized by [an enzyme] an RNA pomnnerase. 

42. (Amended) A Icit for amplifying and detecting 
Mycobacterial nucleic acid, containing a\ first oligonucleotide [s] 
[consisting essentially of] of about 23 t\> about 100 bases in 
length comprising a nucleotid e base sequend^ 
GGAGGATATGTCTCAGCGCTACC and at least one adcktional 
oligonucleotide of about 20 to about 10 0 basete in length selected 
from the group consisting of xCCAGGCCACT TCCGCTAACC and 
xCGCGGAACAGGCTAAACCGCACGC [the following sequences: 
xCCAGGCCACTTCCGCTAACC , xCGCGGAACAGGCTAAACCGCACGc\ and 
GGAGGATATGTCTCAGCGCTACC] , wherein x is nothing orVis a sequence 
recognized by [an enzyme] an RNA polymerase. \ 
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48. (Amended) The kit of claim 41 whei?4in one or more of 
said sequences has a [modified] 3 ' end mo5aified to reduce or 
block extension by a polymerase . 

49. (Amended) The kit of cla/m 41 wherein at least one said 
oligonucleotide comprise [ing] /mixture comprising modified and 
unmodified members comprising^ [one or more of said sequences] a 



common nucleotide sequence/ 



50. (Amended) The oligonucleotide of claim 40 wherein said 

[sequence] oligoniucleotide . or said oligonucleotide complementary 

thereto, has a moWfication at its 3' end to reduce or block 
extension by a polAnerase . 



r 



51. (Amended) The oligonucleotide <Jt claim 40 comprising a 
mixture comprising members selected from the group consisting of 
a) 3' unmodified member^ and members modified at 
their 3 ' end t o reduce or block extension by a 
polymerase . a 
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h} a mixture of members differently modified at 

their 3 ' ends to reduc^ or block extension by 
a polymerase 

[of modified and unmodified membeifs or differently modified 
members comprising said sequenc^, or said oligonucleotide 
complementary thereto] . 




55. (Amended) The kia of claim 42 wherein one or more of 



said sequences has a [modified] 3 • end modified to reduce or 
block extension by a polymerase . 



56. (Amended) The kit of cUaim 42 comprising a mixture 
comprising unmodified members andXmembers modified at their 3 ' 
end to reduce or block extension ofXsaid members by a polymerase, 
wherein said members comprise [modified and unmodified members 
comprising] one or more of said sequences. 





100, (New) A kit for amplifying Mycobacterial nucleic 

cid, containing a first oligonucleotiae comprising 
CCAGGCCACTTCCGCTAACC , and a second olig^pnucleotide comprising 
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